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In 2000, the 60th Air Mobility Wing won the

coveted Solano Trophy, which is awarded an-
nually to the best active duty wing in the 15th
Air Force.

General Kane is a graduate of the United
States Air Force Academy and holds ad-
vanced degrees from the Naval War College
and the University of Southern California.

His military decorations include the Defense
Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit, De-
fense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious
Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters, Aer-
ial Achievement Medal, Air Force Commenda-
tion Medal, Air Force Achievement Medal,
Combat Readiness Medal with device, Na-
tional Defense Service Medal with device and
the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal.

Mr. Speaker, Brig. General Thomas P. Kane
is a true patriot and distinguished American
who has devoted himself to the service of our
country. It is appropriate that we honor him
today by expressing our gratitude for his dedi-
cation and wishing him well on his new NATO
posting.
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor the life of Mr.
Harry Weisbrod, a champion of labor and an
active participant in the public policy process.
While an investigator for the Department of
Labor, Mr. Weisbrod changed the collective
bargaining process in this country forever by
organizing the first union of federal employ-
ees. Later, as a founder of a wage and labor
consulting firm, he fought to develop ways for
companies to be prosperous without forsaking
their responsibility to support a standard of liv-
ing which every American worker deserves.
During his extraordinary life, he worked both
within government and with government to
promote a quality of life for its workers.

Mr. Weisbrod was a veteran and party activ-
ist. He cheated on his eye exam in order to
enter the United States Army during war-time.
Later, as a resident of Dallas, he contributed
to the improvement of the educational system
by helping to organize the League for Edu-
cational Advancement in Dallas (LEAD), a
grassroots organization devoted to school
board reform. A true public servant, he was
appointed to numerous Dallas boards and
commissions, including the Dallas Civil Serv-
ice Commission. Mr. Weisbrod believed in our
system of government. He was an active par-
ticipant in the Democratic Party and helped to
develop many of its more progressive activi-
ties and programs.

Mr. Speaker, Harry Weisbrod transcended
Earthly boundaries on September 1, 2001.
Through this statement, it is my hope that the
record of his service will be forever enshrined
in American history.
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Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

commend and congratulate my close friend,
Bay City Times Publisher C. Kevin Dykema,
for the instrumental role he played in bringing
the extraordinarily successful Tall Ships Cele-
bration 2001 to my hometown of Bay City,
Michigan, and for his leadership in organizing
the Maritime Festival that welcomed the ves-
sels to our community.

As chairman of the Board of Directors of
Bay City’s Tall Ships Celebration, Kevin spent
incalculable hours at the helm to steer a
course for an event that has left residents of
Bay City swelling with pride. Kevin deserves
our highest praise and gratitude for his vision,
hard work and dedication. The impact of his
efforts will be felt for many years as perma-
nent residents and visitors from all points on
the map sing the praises of Bay City, Michi-
gan, and list the celebration as yet another ex-
ample of the city’s welcoming attitude.

A long-time sailing enthusiast, Kevin turned
his love for the water and his interest in mari-
time history into an economic windfall for the
area when he initiated and fulfilled a plan to
bring the Appledore schooner to Bay City as
a permanent attraction and educational tool for
students and adults to learn more about the
unique environment of the Saginaw Bay. A co-
founder of BaySail, Inc., the non-profit organi-
zation that oversees the Appledore, Kevin has
been an enthusiastic and energetic booster of
historical sailing ships. While the opportunity
to lure the Tall Ships challenge to Bay City
was certainly a labor of love for Kevin, he
could not have anticipated the massive team
effort or the extraordinary time commitment re-
quired. Yet, he pulled it all off with flying col-
ors.

Such endeavors are nothing new for Kevin.
He has been a vital and visible force in the
community since first coming to town in 1991.
His involvement in a wide-ranging number of
service organizations and his willingness to
step up to the plate to lead various volunteer
efforts have served our community well. Of
course, such involvement cannot occur without
the support of family and Kevin has been for-
tunate to have the encouragement of his wife,
Betsy, and children, Pete and Jane.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in saluting Kevin Dykema for his quiet yet firm
hand in navigating Bay County, Michigan, on
an unalterable course that will lead to further
economic prosperity and perpetuation of the
city’s reputation as a welcome port-of-call for
friends and visitors alike.
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Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
tribute to a longtime Syracuse journalist who
passed away as a result of a sudden brain an-
eurysm while visiting family in Florida.

For over 20 years, Donna Speziale Richards
covered breaking news in Syracuse and On-
ondaga County as both a radio and television
news reporter. Born in Syracuse, she was a
graduate of Solvay High School and Onon-
daga Community College. She worked as a
radio reporter for both WFBL–AM and WHEN–
AM, where she also served as news director.
She then went on to cover local stories for
WTVH–TV5 as a television news reporter for
eleven years.

1988 she won an Emmy award as a mem-
ber of a team of reporters covering the bomb-
ing of Pam Am Flight 103. During her tenure
as a journalist, Donna’s work was recognized
by the Associated Press Broadcasters Asso-
ciation, the state Broadcasters Association,
and the Syracuse Press Club.

Most recently, Donna had left broadcasting
to serve our community as a public relations
specialist for the U.S. Small Business Admin-
istration office in Syracuse. Through her work
in that position, she was known as an inform-
ative and helpful source for local media and
business people and a committed federal em-
ployee.

Donna leaves her husband, Donald; two
stepsons, David and Paul Richards; her moth-
er, Mary Speziale; and a brother, Skip
Speziale. She was 43 years old.

Throughout her career, Donna was not one
to seek special recognition or the spotlight.
With this honor, it is my hope that her local in-
volvement and balanced work receives the at-
tention that it deserves. Donna leaves a rep-
utation for fair and accurate reporting that
should serve as a lasting example for all
young, local journalists who follow in her foot-
steps. She will be missed.
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Mr. DOOLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to pay tribute to former California
state senator Rose Ann Vuich, a mentor and
friend of mine who passed away in Dinuba,
California on August 30, 2001.

Rose Ann’s parents immigrated from Yugo-
slavia to California’s Central Valley, where the
family ranched near the community of Cutler.
After Rose Ann’s father Obren passed away in
1940, her mother Stana and the family worked
hard to keep the ranch prosperous. Their
prosperity led them to eventually acquire three
other ranches and allowed Rose Ann to open
her own accounting firm in Dinuba.

Rose Ann was close to her family and deep-
ly committed to her community. She served on
the boards of the Tulare County Fair and Alta
District Hospital and was active in political or-
ganizations.

Rose Ann was truly a barrier breaker. She
paved the way for other women in public serv-
ice by being elected as California’s first female
state senator in 1976. Before that, she was
the first female president of the Dinuba Cham-
ber of Commerce. She forced changes in the
Senate, most notably when she rang a bell on
her desk whenever male colleagues referred
to the ‘‘gentlemen of the Senate.’’

During her sixteen years in the state senate,
Rose Ann was a model public servant. She
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